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pressing concerns, and has contempt for
anyone who does. More on this presently.

As always, Cosell the columnist has
proved to be a lightning rod. His work has
evoked emotions in newspapermen and
readers that run the gamut from admiration
to indifference, irritation, and outright an-
ger.

The New York Daily News runs Cosell's
column, and after six weeks sports editor
Vic Zeigel was pleased with the columns and
the public’s response to them.

“If nothing else, he’s a ballsy guy, and
those are the first two requirements for a
newspaper columnist,” Zeigel said. “You
don’t have to agree with everything he says,
but he’s taking big swings. Whenever I'm out
making the rounds, people want to know
about Howard Cosell, and I get more letters
on him than any of our other writers. They're
not always complimentary, but that’s what
you want a Howard Cosell for, to stir things
up.”

The Dallas Times Herald also runs Cosell,
but after the same six weeks, sports editor
Dave Eden hadn’t made up his mind about
him or his columns.

“He has been a big name in sports for
many years,” Eden said. “People either like
him or dislike him, so we're giving him a
forum and our readers a different voice. If we
conclude after a time—I'd say six months
would be fair—that he’s doing a good job,
we'll keep him. If not, we'll let him go just
like we would anyone else.

“So far, I think he’s doing OK. Some of the
subject matter has been a little dated, but he
is expressing opinions. I think it takes awhile
for a columnist to get his voice. Right now,
I'd probably grade him a B-minus.”

Eden said Cosell has not noticeably stirred
up his readers, but adds: “This town doesn't
react very much to anything, so that’s not
necessarily a criterion, In any case, I think
journalistic quality is always No. 1.”

Eden was not bothered by Cosell's past
attacks on his profession.

“He’s entitled to his opinions, and maybe
sometimes he was right,” Eden said. “We
criticize broadcast people, too—it's part of a
natural rivalry. I do think he’s taking quite a
chance late in his life, risking embarrassing
himself in front of all those he has criticized
over the years.” .

Other newspaper people are not so forgiv-
ing. The Orlando Sentinel is amember of the
Tribune chain that chose not to run Cosell.
Sports editor Steve Doyle said, “I will not
speak on the record about it because I feel I
would be contradicting my own company.”

Other sources at the paper said there was
considerable resistance to Cosell based on
his past fulminations about the evils of sports
writers and sports writing. Matthews admits
that five or six sports editors said they would

quit if forced to run Cosell, and a number of
others who said their superiors balked.

The Miams Herald's decision to run Cosell
resulted in a petition of protest to sports
editor Paul Anger signed by a majority of the
staff, who called Cosell “a largely discredited
journalist” and a waste of precious space.
The petition stopped with Anger, who re-
sponded that the column was being run on a
trial basis, and would stand or fall on its own
merits. '

“So far, I think it has been pretty good,”
Anger said, again based on six weeks. “Re-
action has been mixed, but we have gotten
calls asking for it when it was left out for
reasons of space. There are also people who
are glad he’s off the air and don’t want to see
him in the newspaper.

“To a large extent, I think the controversy
over Cosell is the result of an intramural
squabble between Cosell and newspaper
people, and has very little to do with the
public. The final test of his column will be
whether he has something worthwhile to say
to readers.”

The Chicago Tribune, flagship of the
chain, said no thanks to Cosell, at least
initially. Sports editor Eugene Quinn said he
had that option because the Tribune Media
Services is independent from the paper.

Quinn had no strong emotions either way
about the Cosell column based on six weeks’
worth, but said he wasn't impressed enough
to justify running it.

“We're not violently opposed to it, but
we're not dying to put it in either. It hasn’t fit
into our needs yet. We've got two general-
interest columnists, a baseball columnist, an
outdoors columnist, a radio-TV columnist,
and an odds-and-ends [sports gossip] col-
umn, and in the newspaper business it's
always space, space, space.

“To break into that lineup, Cosell would
have to offer something considerably better
or different, and I haven't seen that so far.
Nothing I've read is breaking down my door
to get in.”

My door doesn’t even have a scratch.
Start with two premises: One, taste in
sports columnists is subjective. One man’s
Red Smith is another’s Red Buttons. Two,
my taste doesn’t run to Howard Cosell.
Giving him his due, his stand defending
Muhammad Ali’s right to fight after defying
the draft was gutsy, and his “SportsBeat”
show was well done. He also conducted the
most pointed and penetrating interviews in
sports television, but that's like saying some-
one’s the best quarterback in Japan. Pointed
and penetrating interviews are not a staple of
sportscasting.

Cosell’s strong points became increasingly
overshadowed by his personality. His ego,
pomposity, arrogance, and paranoia all grew
until he became a caricature of himself.

Begging to differ with brother Deford, he is
not the game. But enough. You know the
litany. You love him or hate him.

The litany remains unchanged in print.
Most columnists are sparing in the use of the
vertical pronoun because it's intrusive, tend-
ing to focus attention on them rather than
their subject matter. Cosell’s first column
used “I” 23 times, “my” seven times, “Cos-
ell” three times, and “myself” and “me”
twice apiece. Aye-aye-aye.

Another column opened with him having
breakfast with Teddy Kollek, mayor of
Jerusalem—classic Cosell name dropping.
Another bemoaning Sugar Ray Leonard’s
challenge to Marvin Hagler all but claimed
Cosell gave birth to Leonard. “There is no
man alive who knows Ray the way Ido...I
discovered him at the University of Vermont
. . . Everywhere I go on the street people
stop me and ask: ‘Howard, will Leonard
knock out Hagler? Will Ray beat Marvin?’
This, too, disgusts me. I prefer the people
who say: ‘Howard, why is Ray returning to
the ring? Howard, please, can you stop him?’
I can’t stop himbut. . .”

The implication was that if Cosell couldn’t
stop him, it was up to God. Or maybe when
God failed, Cosell was summoned.

Cosell's columns have generally dealt with
broad themes and have lacked specifics, but
in at least one case, he casually mentioned
New York Giants head coach Bill Parcells
inheriting “one of the biggest drug problems
in professional sports, with possibly as many
as 25 users on the team.”

" No documentation. No sources. No re-
spectable columnist would dare indict more
than half a team without rock-solid proof.

Cosell further wrote that The Boston
Globe had the story of drug abuse among the
Super Bowl-bound Patriots for three weeks,
“but elected to withhold from printing. What
goes on here, anyway?”

What went on was the newspaper’s in-
ability to confirm the story solidly enough to
go public and ruin the reputation of the
players involved. That’s known as jour-
nalistic integrity.

Drugs have been a favorite Cosell topic, a
reflection of new elements that have crept
into his persona in recent years. He affects a
world-weary cynicism about sports, un-
disguised boredom with the athletes and
games themselves, and an almost obsessive
focus on their problems—drugs, gambling,
greed, cheating, exploitation, fan violence,
lawsuits, labor hassles, etc. Anyone who still
views sports as an escape from reality is
condescendingly dismissed as blind, naive,
shallow, or all three. Anyone who thinks
sports are important in a dangerous, unjust
world gets the same labels.

These themes dominate Cosell’s columns.
Consider the lead on one that eventually got
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By ALLEN BARRA

OME ON NOW, YOU'RE SAYING,

after glancing at our first selection: Are

we just trying to be provocative? Well,
yes, kind of. But we're also trying to take into
account what many writers don’t when rating wide
receivers. For instance, did their team play some
tough defenses (Seattle did, much tougher than
the defenses faced by John Stallworth and Louis
Lipps, both of whom can still play on our team)?
Did they have a great passer throwing to them? We
say Steve Largent and Daryl Turner didn’t, and
had great seasons anyway.

And so on. We can’t answer for receivers who
are reputed to be great—who we think are
great—but who had the misfortune to play on bad
teams. But we can say that the tandems we
selected here did all that could have been asked of
them. And that’s all we ask of them.

Individually, it's difficult to rate wide receivers
because so much depends on who a player’s
running partner is. The Broncos’ Steve Watson,
for example, hasn’t received anywhere near the
credit he deserves for stringing together a series
of outstanding seasons. The reason is that Denver
hasn't been able to pair him with an outstanding
deep threat who'd keep secondaries honest.

he Top 5 Wide Receiver Tandems

WIDE RECEIVER RATINGS
é’_@ §
& & & N
g s LS s
RANK  PLAYER, TEAM & By F ¥ § S
1 LOUIS LIPPS, Steelers 9 9 8 9 9 44
2 JAMES LOFTON, Packers 9 8 8 9 9 43
STEVE LARGENT, Seahawks 6 10 9 9 9 43
4 CRIS COLLINSWORTH, Bengals 7 9 9 9 8 42
5 ART MONK, Redskins 6 9 9 9 8 Ll
STEVE WATSON, Broncos 6 9 9 9 8 41
CHARLIE JOINER, Chargers 5 8 9 9 10 41
8 DWIGHT CLARK, 49ers 6 9 9 9 7 40
JOHN STALLWORTH, Steelers 5 9 9 9 8 40
DARYL TURNER, Seahawks 9 8 8 8 7 40
1 MARK CLAYTON, Dolphins 9 7 8 7 8 39
MARK DUPER, Dolphins 9 7 8 7 8 39
MIKE QUICK, Eagles 9 8 7 7 8 39
14 WES CHANDLER, Chargers 7 7 8 8 8 38
LEONARD THOMPSON, Lions 6 8 8 8 8 38
16 EDDIE BROWN, Bengals 9 8 6 6 8 37
HENRY ELLARD, Rams 9 8 6 6 8 37
IRVING FRYAR, Patriots 9 8 7 ] 7 37
19 STANLEY MORGAN, Patriots 9 6 7 7 7 36
DREW HILL, Oilers 9 7 6 [ 8 36
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The Best of the Rest: The Seattle Seahawks

DEFENS|VE LI"EMEN HA'"NGS were the fourth toughest team to run on in the

AFC and DEs Jacob Green (13¥: sacks) and Randy

< @ Edwards (10% sacks) were two reasons. Green

\% h4 N\ gets most of the ink, but one AFC scout rates

RANK  PLAYER, TEAM 5‘$®$ ““\Q“\ ‘SQ» ‘\’:{‘5 9"‘ _‘@Vy Edwards higher. Reggie White (Eagles) is a future

All-Pro. With 13 sacks he became “The Minister of

1 HOWIE LONG, Raiders g 8 9 10 9 45 gefense" in P_hilly and shou}d thrive as the new

2 RICHARD DENT, Bears 7 10 10 7 9 43 an Ha:nl‘ston‘m Buddy Ryan's de'fense. In Kansas

MARK GASTINEAU, Jets 8 10 10 6 9 a3 City, Art is Still a top DL after nine seasons. “He

4 DAN HAMPTON, Bears 7 8 9 g 9 42 may not be a great pass-rusher anymore [only four

JOE KLECKO, Jets q 7 7 10 g 42 sacks in '85], but he’s very consistent,” says one

6 RANDY WHITE, Cowboys 1 9 9 8 8 a1 scout. Jim Burt is the Joe Klecko of the Giants and

7 LEONARD MARSHALL, Giants 8 7 7 g 9 40 not just because he plays nose tackle. He's a feisty

8 RULON JONES, Broncos 8 7 8 8 8 39 leader. Although he is replaced on most passing

9 BILL PICKEL, Raiders 8 7 8 8 oy 38 downs, “he’s very quick, very strong, and holds up

10 MICHAEL CARTER, 4%ers 9 7 8 8 5 37 the middle of the line as well as anyone, ” one scout

1 JACOB GREEN, Seahawks 5 10 9 6 6 36 says. Unfortunately for Burt, he didn’t make his

JIM BURT, Giants g 8 5 7 7 36 first Pro Bowl as did fellow veteran nose tackle

13 RANDY EDWARDS, Seahawks 7 7 8 7 6 35 Bob Golic (Browns), considered “very under-

REGGIE WHITE, Eagles 7 7 1 T 7 35 rated” by most scouts. Rounding out anyone’s top

15 ART STILL, Chiefs 7 7 6 7 7 34 20 would have to be Bruce Clark (Saints), who had

16 BOB GOLIC, Browns 7 7 5 7 7 33 8% sacks for one of the NFL's sorriest defenses;

17  BRUCE CLARK, Saints 7 6 1 6 6 32 Gary Jeter (Rams), who put down 11 QBs playing

18 GARY JETER, Rams 7 5 7 5 6 30 mostly on passing downs; and nose tackle David

19 DAVE LOGAN, Buccaneers 7 6 6 6 5 30 Logan (Tampa Bay), who’s rated right behind
20 EDDIE EDWARDS, Bengals 6 6 1 5 5 29 Klecko and Golic by one AFC scout.

The Top Linebackers—Inside and Outside

By STEPHEN HANKS

ESPITE THE POSTSEASON REVE-
lations about Lawrence Taylor’s sub-
stance abuse, most NFL experts still
think he is the greatest abuser of offenses in
football. In '84 Taylor was a tad befuddled by

‘Fantastic athlete’ Tippett is
always poised for a QB sack.

OUTSIDE LINEBACKER RATINGS
oo W
$‘~" 1.%"' s‘ ™
RANK  PLAYER, TEAM S @ Q"’ ®t

1 LAWRENCE TAYLOR, Giants g A0 A T A0 e
2 ANDRE TIPPETT, Patriots 3 9 Qi a4
3 RICKEY JACKSON, Saints 8. 10 B2 8 42
4  OTIS WILSON, Bears 8 iy b Bl a8 8 4
CHIP BANKS, Browns 7 8 TR 8 4

6  HUGH GREEN, Dolphins 8 9 8 7 8 40
7 CLAY MATTHEWS, Browns 7 8 8 8 8 39
ROD MARTIN, Raiders Bl 7 e 7 %

9 MIKE MERRIWEATHER, Steclers 8 7 TET 8 38
10 DON BLACKMON, Patriots 8 7 Bl 7 3
11 TOM JACKSON, Broncos & 8 7 7 7 3%
12 DUANE BICKETT, Colts i 1 s S
JIMMY WILLIAMS, Lions T 7 7 5 33

14 BRYAN HINKLE, Steelers Fav 7.2y 5 31
15 MEL KAUFMAN, Redskins ey G Bl 3b
16 CHRIS DOLEMAN, Vikings A Baie ik 5 29

INSIDE I.INEBACKEH RATINGS

1 MIKE SINGLETARY, Bears 9 8 9 9 4
2 JIM COLLINS, Rams ok, kg 7 8 9 43
3 HARRY CARSON, Giants § % g RARE 9 " lup
4  LANCE MEHL, Jets 8 8 gy 8 40
E. J. JUNIOR, Cardinals 8 8 Ll 8 40

6  STEVE NELSON, Patriots g g g ¥kg 9 39
KARL MECKLENBURG, Brancos 6 gl g g 9 39

8 EDDIE JOHNSON, Browns 8 8 6 8 8 38
9 MATT MILLEN, Raiders 8 8 7T N
ROBIN COLE, Steelers 8 8 4.2 iy 74 iey

11 EUGENE LOCKHART, Cowboys gl iy S 7 3%
12 BILLY RAY SMITH, Chargers 8 g 11y 7' i35







ing simpler, because Mike was just average last
year." His low sack total (four) would seem to back
that up. The latter would have also cracked the top
10 if injuries hadn't hampered his play after an
outstanding '84. “He's more of a nickel LB now
than a regular, ” says an NFC scout. “It’s tough for
him to play 60 minutes.”

LTHOUGH TAYLOR AND TIPPETT

probably rate higher overall, if you were

building a defense from scratch, you'd
be justified in making Mike Singletary vour first
pick. Size, speed, strength, and smarts—he
should be wearing an “S" for Superman on his
jersey. Listen to one scout: “He’s the kind of guy
who, when the team comes out on the field, you
notice him immediately. His demeanor says, ‘I'm
here, 1 love to play, let's get it on.'”

Like Singletary, the Rams’ Jim Collins was a No,
2 draft pick in '81 and is just starting to get
Singletary-type recognition. “The guy can flat
run," raves one scout. “He can run down guys and
is a great open-field tackler. He also has great
reactions to the ball and plays a heady zone pass
defense. His career is definitely on the upswing.”

Harry Carson's career may be on the downsw-
ing, but the 10-year vet still “plays fast, has smart
hands, and is the best area-of-responsibility line-
backer in the NFL. He's played so well for so damn
long he has to rate up there.”

Another highly regarded New York linebacker is
the Jets' Lance Mehl, who finally achieved Pro
Bowl honors after six solid NFL seasons. He
moved to the inside in new defensive coordinator
Bud Carson's 3-4 and became more of a blitzer,
Very smart and excels at pass coverage (three
intercepts), as does the Cards' E. J. Junior, who
picked off five passes (top among NFL LBs) for an
impressive 21.8 yards-per-return average, includ-
ing one of 53. He was picked ahead of Singletary
and Collins in the '81 draft, and if you can find a
year that produced three better ILBs you're a
better person than we. The NFC is dominant at
this position.

Best of the Rest: The AFC, however, dominates
the next five rated ILBs. The Pats have 12-year
vet Steve Nelson, who made his third Pro Bowl.
One scout, though, says Nelson “is starting to get
dinged a little bit, and he doesn’t run very well
anymore.” The Broncos' Karl Mecklenburg is
difficult to rate because he plays inside, outside,
and the defensive line. “They stunt a lot with
Karl,” says one scout. “Outside, he's not in the top
10, but inside he's definitely there.” He confused
offenses enough to get 13 sacks last year.

One undersize and underrated ILB is the
Browns' Eddie Johnson. He's only 617, 225, but
according to one scout “he's better than [team-
mate] Tom Cousineau, who's getting all that
money. Eddies their leader on defense and he
runs like Jim Collins. Best ILB in the division.”

One of the best in the AFC West is Los Angeles’
Matt Millen, a typical Raiders defensive nut-case.
Says one scout: “He's a mouthy guy, hits after the
whistle, is more show than production. But that’s
not to say he doesn't produce. He's a tough SOB at
the point of attack.”

There are a lot of good ILBs left, but you
couldn’t go wrong with the Steelers’ Robin Cole.
One of the strongest "backers in the game, Cole
has filled in admirably where Jack Lambert left off.
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is coach calls

Testaverde [top] the
‘best college player in the
country,’” and few would
argue.

osworth [middle] says

he'd ‘kill to beat
Texas,’ but he needed only
14 tackles and an
interception to beat the
Longhorns last year.

& jjdon’t know how good |

am,’ says 1,900-yard
man Lorenzo White. But
most pro scouts are in
total agreement.













SIASON WAS FORTUNATE TO

arrive in Cincinnati at the same time

as new head coach Sam Wyche. A
former quarterback for Bengals owner Paul
Brown, Wyche straightaway told Esiason
what it was going to take for him to get along
in the organization and as a professional
quarterback. Ken Anderson was the starter
and Turk Schonert was the able backup, but
Esiason was Wyche’s special project. In
Esiason, Wyche saw size, speed, arm
strength, and something much more impor-
tant. He saw a young man with the constitu-
tion of a quarterback.

“Boomer has just about the perfect
makeup for a quarterback,” says Wyche. “A
quarterback has to have a little of that
swagger. He has to be the leader.”

In the Cincinnati system—which is the
same system that Wyche taught when he
coached for Bill Walsh's 49ers—the quarter-
back must also be able to think fast, roll out,

and throw deep. After two opening defeats
last year with Anderson behind center,
Wyche began to question which of his men
could best do all of the above, and he saw no
reason not to turn to his second-year man,
the cocky blond kid from Maryland.
Immediately, Esiason mobilized the of-
fense. In their third game, the Bengals
scored 41 points against San Diego, and
followed with 37 in a Monday night victory
over Pittsburgh. Esiason’s surprising com-
mand of the offense was such that the Ben-
gals ran plays without a huddle. Running and
shooting, they scored 35 points against the
Giants, 45 against the Oilers, 50 against the
Cowboys. Despite missing the first two
games, Esiason passed for 27 touchdowns,
tied for second in the league and second
most in Bengals history. He was intercepted
just 12 times. In the NFL quarterback rat-
ings, he finished second to the Jets’ Ken
O'Brien, but he was sacked fewer times and
ran more recklessly. Esiason became a star,

and did it without even saying so himself.

In fact, there was none of the self-inspired
bluster for which he became notorious at
Maryland, and for which he was spurned by
the rest of the NFL. “None of that would
have scared off anybody who had talked to
Boomer,” says Wyche. “I wouldn’t even put
him in the category of cocky. He's got the
confidence you want in a quarterback. I've
never turned to him in a game and had him
give me that fish-eye look. He just reaches
for his helmet right now. Boomer’s just a
very straightforward, upbeat kind of guy.
He’s not the least bit hard to handle.”

ITH A NAME LIKE BOOMER
Esiason, he had to be a star. It's
as if his dad knew it from the
beginning—before the beginning, actually,
because he started calling his boy Boomer
when he was still in the womb. A boomer is
what they called a punter where Norman
Esiason came from, and Boomer kicked like
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Bobby Orr had a magnificent
career cut short by knee injuries,
but the Boston Bruins backliner
was perhaps the premier de-
fenseman ever to play the game.
Eight times Orr earned the Norris
Trophy, and he won two league
scoring championships and three
NHL MVP Awards. In 1979 he was
inducted into the Hockey Hall of
Fame.

Don Drysdale spent all 14 of his
big-league seasons in a Dodger
uniform. The 6’5" righthander
won 209 games and compiled a
nifty 2,95 lifetime ERA. Drysdale
pitched at least 300 innings four
times in his career, and set a
major league record by tossing
581 consecutive scoreless innings
in 1968.

When Baltimore Colts legend Johnny Unitas
retired after the 1973 season, he held nearly
every significant NFL career passing record:
most attempts, most completions, most yard-
age, and most TDs. In his 17 years with the
Colts (1956-72) Unitas appeared in 10 Pro
Bowls, five NFL championship games, and two
Super Bowls.

The Hall-of-Famers

John Havlicek played an NBA
record 16 seasons, all with the
Boston Celtics (1962 to 1978). Dur-
ing his career he played on eight
World Championship teams and
in 13 consecutive All-Star Games.
A 6'5"swingman, “Hondo" ranks
fifth on the NBA's all-time scoring
list with 26,395 points. He was
inducted into the Basketball Hall
of Fame in 1983,

Willie Mays ranks as one of the
greatest center fielders in base-
ball history. In a 22-year career
with the Giants and Mets, “Say
Hey" cracked 660 lifetime home
runs to put him No. 3 on the all-
time list. A career .302 hitter,
Mays played in 24 All-Star Games
and holds the records for most at-
bats (75) and hits (23) in the
midsummer contest. Mays was
inducted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in 1979.

Jerry West starred for the Los
Angeles Lakers for 13 years, aver-
aging 27 points during his career,
which stretched from 1960 to
1973. A 6’3" sharpshooting
guard, West played in 12 All-Star
Games and led the Lakers to an
NBA title in 1972. He is the NBA's
all-time leading playoff scorer
and sixth on the all-time list with
25,192 points.
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‘As a starter, there's moglaour, more visibility. You're marketable.’

Righetti requires no more of life than the
simplest diversions. Though he adores glitzy
cars, and can tell you the cubic displacement
of every engine ever made, his own engine
sits under the hood of a Bronco van. An ele-
gant dinner for Righetti means pizza and
beer, by the truckload. Righetti’s wardrobe
consists of faded jeans, mud-caked cowboy
boots—and one pair of polyester Ban-Lon
slacks, which he bought to satisfy Billy
Martin's Yankee dress code last season, Up-
right and unpretentious—*“good people,”

82

says Piniella—Righetti has a girlfriend back
in his hometown of San Jose, Calif., who, he
says, “lives with her mother, where she
belongs.” Earning $760,000 a year, on a
contract running through next season,
Righetti's New York digs are in decidedly un-
Yuppie Washington Heights, a rotting slice of
upper Manhattan. Righetti is the only tenant
under 60 in his apartment building, and the
only one who's not Jewish.

Righetti is asked to describe himself. “I'm
a wolf in sheep’s clothes, ” he says, the gravel

INSIDE SPORTS

voice escaping from the side of a smirking
mouth, as though he were a character in a
'30s gangster movie. “Everybody thinks,
hey, this guy’s California-looking, he ain’t no
trouble.” He pauses for effect, then adds,
“That’s why I can get away with murder
around here.” Indeed, Righetti’s real
nickname— Rags—fits nicely for more than
alliterative reasons. Righetti’s blood-lust for
needling people with a flame-heated pin is a
Yankee subcurrent. “I stopped sitting near
him in the bullpen,” testifies reliever Brian
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despair and apathy, the seeds of their new-
found stability were sown in similar—if, for
them, historic—fashion. In 1985 the organi-
zation that accounts for an eye-popping 26
Hall-of-Famers (from 1900 to 1973, from
Christy Mathewson to Willie McCovey, the
Giants were never without at least one
future Cooperstown enshrinee on the ros-
ter) completed the season in deplorable
condition. After losing a franchise-record
100th game on the schedule’s last day, they

/‘"

faced the winter wondering where they
would play the next season, who’d be signing
the checks, and how many of them would still
be around.

Part of the answer was a new manage-
ment team that owner Bob Lurie—the
former bumbling, if big-hearted, meddler—
hired late in the 1985 season, with an attend-
ant promise that he wouldn't interfere.
Allowing Al Rosen and Roger Craig to pursue
their jobs in the front office and the dugout,

Leonard: ‘It blew my mind—
Willie Mays watching me play?

respectively, showed uncommon genius.

Inexplicably, unforgivably, the Giants had
lost touch with their past. Somehow, they
had to have it back.

Says Rosen: “One of the things we had to
reinstitute here was pride in the uniform.
Pride in being a Giant, and pride in being a
major league baseball player. Those things
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